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ENGLAND'S moſt Dreadful a 


BY THE'LATE 


Being a moſt Lamentable Account of the - 
Great Damages ſuſtained by the Nearful 
INUNDATIONS:; 
CAUSED BY | | 
The Unparalelid R4 IT XN 
Which fell on the 21th of April, 1682. 
And the Late Rains whic' haye lately hapned. 


Containing the ſeveral Houſes, Barns, 


Cattle, Out-houſes, Stacks of Hay and Corn, being 
carryed away : Together with the number of Perſons 
Drowned, and of ſome Thouſands of Acres of Ground 
layed under Water. 


Giving a Relation of the particular Damage ſuſtain» 
ed in the City of London, and the Suburbs thereof; at Fr. n= 
ford, Camberwell, Dulwich, Dep ford, on the Riyer of Thames, 
Godmancheſter, Ripton, and many Towns near St, /ve's (uffering 
much, many Houſes under water, and ſome people being drown- 
ed, a Coach and Six Horſes coming from Tork with 6 pallengers, 
were all drown'd ; with many of the Northern Carriers , {ome 
loſing their whole Teams, and their Waggons being over-turn'd 
and driven away in the ſtream, many others loſing all their Cat- 
the, being drown'd , as Oxen, Sheep, Hogs, &c. As like- 
wile , at Boſton in Lincoln-ſhre , Dale in Suſſex , and other 
places in England and Scorland;, The like Dreadful Calamity 
not having been known upon the like Occaſion, 


Together With ſeveral Godly Exhortations to prevent ſuch judgements 
for the future, by a Timely Repentance, 


———d 


—* Printed for P, Brookgby, in Woft-Smirhfield. 1682, © 
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England's moſt Dreadful (Aalamity. 


| By the Late 
| | \ | 1 
s. | | F BY ' # 
FLOODS: 


-;Ccording to the Old Proverb, Water and Fire are 
A' two,good. Servants, but bad Maſters. For when . 
> either of them get the upper-haud, they ſhew no 
mercy, but with, Impetrous: Rage, deſtroy all before 
them, being by.nature rwo.,of the furiouſeſt and irreſiſt» | 
. able Elements that gperate, ini the Creation:-; But, above 
all, the IDeluges or raging Floods that haye been cauſed . 
in this INand by the-former Raig., | thiwk gove is more to 
be noted then what has lately happened, the Relation of 
the Damages and exceeding Lofs fultained by it, being 
the ſubject of this Sheet, , nnd null 250. 
But to begin 3. Onthe 24th of April, this preſent year' / 
1692. about 7 in the Evening it þegay to Rajn:(as ins 
deed.it has for the greateſt part of this Spring, asevery 
one-can teſtifie) by little and little increafing, ll at laft 
it fell with ſuch unwonted fury, that ſeveral people were: 
beaten. down with, its [Impeggolity.; ; for! znſtead of uſual 
drops, it {cemed.as if, it had: been.pobred out of Buckets, 
or a5 a watereſpoutlwhich Marriners teltof long hovering 
in aft | a huled hour with: Winds, far-lower then - - 
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the Cloud, at laſt falls, and if by chance , as oft it does, 
light on the Deck of a Ship, unleſs it be ſtrong bile, ir 
ſeldom mifles to ftak the ſame, """ 

This Rain had not continued above an hour , but che 
Streets of the City of London {wam with Water ſo high, 
that io many places Boats might have Rowed;z nor was 
that all, for ſeveral Ware-houſes and Cellers that lay 
low, received ſome three {ome four foot deep in Water, 
(by reaſon the Keynels were not able to vent it) to. the 
great damage. of the Merehandize contained therein, 


wv hich at the leaſt value,could not amount to leſs then: 


2000 pounds, A / 

At Hockley in the Hole, in the Pariſh of St, Jamgs's 
Clerken-Well, it came down upon the Inhabitants like a 
Sea, driving away all that oppoſed it 3 infomuch that it 
palied quite thorow ſeveral Houſes, carrying away good 
part of them , and caufing the Goods in near 20 others 
toſwimabout z Ittook away part of a Brewhouſe, and 
made the Fats ro ſwim as if they had been in ſome great 
River, fo that many people were forced 'in that dreadful 
Calamity, to get to the tops of theirHouſes, and there 
continued till the Waters were abated.*- 


# * 


In Field-Lane it did no leſs ſpoil amongſt the ſlaughter- / 


houſes, forcing open the doors, and carrying away feveral 
Hogs, and ſpoting ſeveral Sheepand other Cattle that 


were ready dreſsd, ſeveral of the Hogs being the next. 


day found in Fleet. Ditch, and in the River of Thames, 
where they had been carryed by the' violence of the 
Stream, 

In Fleet-Ditch, although at Ebbing water, it filled the 
Ditch ſo-full, that moſt, if not all the Cellers, were filled 


withiwith water, breaking the Halfers of 5 or CO | 
ream, 


laden with Coals,, and driving them down the 
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where one of them running croſs, and ſtopping at Elect. 
Bridge, the which ſtopping thereſt, three were ſunk and 
broak in pieces, the reſt being much batrer'd, and at leaſt 
50 Chaldron of Coals caſt away. es: = rake: 
Two perſons coming that nig!!t from Cxaydon, having. 
been at the Quarter-Seſſions holden there, and turnigg, 
down Waſh-Lane, which leags from Brifto/'Eauſ-way to. 
Camberwell, the fearful Tyrrent meeting them , by de-, 
| ſcending down a Hill,threw up their Horſes heels, firced! 
- one of them through the Hedge, together with his horſe, 
| where both periſhed in the water, whilſt rke other by 
good luck' getting hold of a Tree, hung there for ſome 
hours, and ſo ſaved himſelf, though, as we hear, his horſe 
was likewiſe drowned: the man that pcriſhed 'was- the. 
Maſter of the Kings-head at Camberwefl, © | 
' At Dulwich-Wells the Waters came/down the Hill in 
ſuch a Torrent , that it over-turned* many of the Hats. 
ſet up there. SOT  $ fibp4 
At Debtford the Rivers over-flowed, ſo that the Mza- 
dows were two or three Yards ſtanding water, where pe-- 
riſhed ſeveral Cattle, as likewiſe a Youth coming from: 
Luſlham, was drowned. | 
A Boat coming from Wolwich toGreenwich,was ſo filled. 
with Water on a ſadden with the exceſſive Rain ,' that- 
ere they could put to ſhore, the Boat ſunk, and the Wa- 
ter-man hardly eſcaped 3 about a hnndred Sculls and: 
Skiffs that were faſtened in divers places ſunk likewiſe 3, 
as being filled brim- fall with the Rain. *' ; 
At Branford the ſame night, the Waters came down in: 
ſuch abundance, that in the hither Town it drove down: 
a great many Stables and out-Houſes, demoliſhing, de-- 
hos! and carrying away part of fix 'or ſeven dwelling- 
ouſes, ſo that the Inhabitants to fave their Livesz,, were - 
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forced to crawl on the Wh. of theur Neighbours holes, 
by getting out at the Garret Windows, aud thaſe that 
had none, forced their way through the Roof 3 ſuch ſhifts 
wilt people make to avoid eminent danget; a great nyrm-. 
ber.of Cattle and Poultry being found dead the next 
morning, ſome ſwiming in the River, and others leſt by 
a, the Water uppn dry Land , fo that in Hay, Corn, and 
other things, the damage could not be judged leſs worth 
then 600, pounds; |; ., 
"Near to Dale 1n Suſſex ,_the Sea at that time broke ja 
and layed a hundred Acres of Land under water, drown-. 
ing audearr ing away many Catt)e; as likewiſe break-. 
ig onal (ok | Veſſels, who by the force of the Sga, 
raged by ſuch violent Rain, drew their Anchors, and 
were forced upon the Sands; {ix people we hear. of like- 
wye-drowned there, three of which were a drowned in 
a lute houſe ſtanding by the Sea ſtde,which was carryed 
away by the Flood. eat > 

. At: Boitap, in Lincolneſtire,, the Rivers likewiſe. over- 
flawed, and drowned a great part of the low Graunds,. 
dpyngts Or Eien Daries that were placed 1 them 
and drowned ſeveral perſons, together with Cattle, and 
ſetting. the Recks. of Hay, and Corn afloat 3. the Ferg, a 
Ip Grayndin that County, were (likewiſe ovex-tow?d. 

. Fhe River Trent likewiſe overlowed on the. 2.5th.of. 
dpil;by reaſon of the exceeding Land-Flood that pour-. 

doutioto it, and/by the Effubon of Waters, laid the- 
Meadows in a Sea, the which being abated, a great num+ 
ber,of googdly,Fiſh yore found upon rhe. dry Land, ſome 
dead, ſome flouncing in the Ofters ;/, yet it did great 
damage y' waſhing away the Curn 5. 8s. likewiſe 
ayexturning a Mill that ſtood upon the bank gf the,Rie 
ves, whereja the Miller; bring at work, was denuperang 


forme Cattle carryed away. he 
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- The Ilobabitants of Ak. ou of the Bilhoprick of 
Durham , give us adoletul Relation: of the great ſpotl 
the Flaods have made amongſt them; and how- that--ae 
preſent a great deal of their Corn lies under water, and 
the Kin continues ſo Inceffant, . that the like (forthe Sea- 
ſon of the. year) hasnot been known, © | ly 
Inthe Town of Northamptos, great damape has been 
ſuſtained by the late immoderate Rains, many Barns of 
Corn being ſpoiled, a great deal likewiſe carrryed a- 
way that was ready dreſled upoa the Floor. 

The River Iſs at Oxford over-flowing,; laid moſt of 
the Level,under Water, which continued fo for the ſpace 
of chree days; and'likewiſe by the Rain which was there 
accompanied with Thunder and Lightning, - much dame - 
age was ſuſtained inthe City. 11 

Nor do ail the Accounts from '8-oHaxd of the dire 
Effects of that terrible Night (for-it ſeems it was Univer- 
ſal) differ from what wereceive nearer home, it having © 
done exceſſive damage in mary parts of that Kingdom, 
as Leith, Glaſcow,St. Johnſtons, and other places adjacent ; 
nay, as far as we can yet hear, ithad its dreadful EffeQs 
in moſt neighbouring Kingdoms, 'to'the great" tefrorand 
amazement of ſuch as werz eye: witneſſes to the Calati- 
ty, it occaſioned. | | , 

But what can we expedt leſs, then that God ſhauld 
ſend his. Judgements abroad , when. as Rebellious Man 
perſeveres in his obſtinate Rebellion againſt him 2 For 
certain it is, that the great Creator, wha,made what e- 
ver had beginning, can, when it pleaſes him, uſe any - 
part of his Creation to puniſh his Egemiesz as we may 
Read in Joſhua, when Ne ſhowered down Hail-ſtones to 
deitroy the Wicked Canaanites 3 And in Egypts Evil day, 
to Curb the Pride of Rebellious Pharoah, he ſent Hail 
mingled 


-- as 
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mingled with' Fire, a:companied. with ſuch prodigious 
Thunder and Lightning, that'the like before was never 
known; when God: likewiſe 1was tiiſpicaſed with the 
Sons of Men, and that as he was: pleaſed ro expreſs him- 
(ef, it grieved him at his very. heart that he had” ade 
them, he did but commanditand allthe Elements eon- 
ſpired to overflow the Globe of the-Farth , the ,Clouds 
ficked up the Sea, and poured it dowy in Strearms ; or as 
Moſes has it, ThgYVindows of Heev:n bites open, which 
were no other ;4 then that; the Clouds were cruſhed by 
ſtrong :Winds,- the wycront rar Fo obeying her.Creators 
voice, opgned every wat, y hart » When Rivers guſhes, 
and Spriggs redole their force, the Fountains of the great 
dee: yi 


was Jikewiſe broken, it would know no bounds © 


z*: Nor have we wagted inſtanceof the like nature in-our 


FE asE)ate fearful Inyndations of Holand, and other 


aces,:but aboke al, thfis preſent Relation for exceſſive 
ain, has not been known in many Ages; 1o that ſome 
conjecture, had it held for 48 hours with the ſame vio- 
lence, it would haye Lanced under Water, molt of the 

Northern parts of Exgland. 

Godmancheſter, Ripten, and} many Towns neer St. ſve”; ſuffermng 
much, many Houſes under water, and ſome people being drown'd ; 
a Coach and ſix Horſes coming from York with {ix Paſſengers, were 
all drown'd ; with many of the Northern Carriers, ſome loſing thelr 
whole Teams, and their —_— being over-turn'd and driven 
away in the ſtream ; many others loſing all , their Cattle being 
drown'd, as Oxen, Sheep, Hogs, &c. 


FINIS. 


